
Time Sensitive Information:
You’re invited to join the next Wisconsin Partnership for Children and
Youth call on December 11 at 11:00am. We'll share state and
national updates as well as opportunities for afterschool and summer
program advocacy. Register Here.
Addressing Food Insecurity Grant: Marshfield Clinic and Security
Health Plan are launching a $150,000 funding initiative to support
innovative, community-led projects that address food insecurity and
promote healthier lives across Wisconsin. Applicant Information.
Applications are due by 5:00 p.m. CST on Monday, November 24,
2025.

﻿In this edition of the WOSTA Advocate
Monthly Spotlight: Green Bay OST Programs
OST Toolbox: New grant opportunity
Taking Action for Afterschool: Policy-makers that impact OST
WOSTA Updates: Marshfield Clinic Food Security Grant
OST Policy and State News: Decreased state funding for public
schools
Federal News: 21st CCLC moving to Department of Labor

 

Monthly Program Spotlight

https://wisconsin-edu.zoom.us/meeting/register/K5_gj7_0S2qbzHC216BWEg#/registration
https://redcap.mcrf.mfldclin.edu/redcap/birc/surveys/?s=LLF9PCDCPC4EMCWH
https://redcap.mcrf.mfldclin.edu/redcap/birc/surveys/?s=LLF9PCDCPC4EMCWH


Green Bay Area School District OST Programs
﻿With 11 sites serving nearly 800 students, Green Bay Area Public School
District is delivering vital afterschool programming to its community! The
incredible team behind these efforts—Amy Fish and Sara Rathsack—
hosted a visit at Nicolet Elementary for a firsthand look at one of these
amazing programs. Read more on our blog.

Featured Program Sign-Up

 

The OST Toolbox
Grant opportunity: Advancing Equity in Adolescent Health:
Evidence-Based Sexuality Ed in Youth-Serving Organizations. The
Wisconsin DHS, Division of Public Health (DPH), announces the
availability of funds to support local education agencies (LEA), after-
school programming, child welfare/juvenile justice settings in
implementing sexual and reproductive health programming for youth.
Learn more.
Struggling with some challenging behaviors? Dive into this 5-minute
video from WOSTA’s very own Jennifer Smith about guiding
behaviors. It provides practical tips for educators and program
coordinators to support children's growth and manage behaviors
appropriately.
Helping Kids Craft a Healthy Relationship with Tech
Did you miss the new After 3pm Report? Check out this great fact
sheet about afterschool data in Wisconsin. This one-pager is
excellent for helping parents, board members and your community
understand how important OST programs are to your community.

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1DWTH5tem1/
https://www.wosta.org/index.php?option=com_dailyplanetblog&view=entry&year=2025&month=11&day=23&id=33:november-2025-program-spotlight
https://forms.gle/nSix4unN2GqzRAT29
https://publicnotices.wisconsin.gov/Notice/View/a27dd330-df3e-41ed-b9c0-69581a515185
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tgJfSXaqOV4&list=PLBNWfgTJmeeUZLgtcY03jCHNXc8VqP1eC&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tgJfSXaqOV4&list=PLBNWfgTJmeeUZLgtcY03jCHNXc8VqP1eC&index=5
https://sites.google.com/view/wi-ost-advocate/home#h.m0ape16oendp
https://www.wosta.org/assets/Advocacy/WI-AA3PM-2025-Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://www.wosta.org/assets/Advocacy/WI-AA3PM-2025-Fact-Sheet.pdf


See the full After 3 PM Report

Taking Action for Afterschool
Who are the OST decision-makers who influence funding for your
programs? Sustaining your afterschool program relies on outreach
and relationship-building with leaders who can help expand your
community connections and support. Collaboration takes time and a
team—there’s no need to do it alone.
Need a quick primer on best practices for inviting legislators and
others to your program? Check out these slides.
Advocating vs. Lobbying: Know the difference to make sure you are
following the law.
Want to know the best times to reach your federal legislator? Use
this calendar to coordinate both your call and a visit.
Need resources to support your advocacy? Check out our
Afterschool Champions Guide. 

WOSTA Updates
Addressing Food Insecurity Grant: Marshfield Clinic and Security
Health Plan are launching a $150,000 funding initiative to support
innovative, community-led projects that address food insecurity and
promote healthier lives across Wisconsin. Applicant Information.

Applications are due by 5:00 p.m. CST on Monday, November
24, 2025. Awardees will be notified on Wednesday, December
10, 2025.

Join us in December for two impactful learning opportunities designed
for OST program staff:
✅ December 2: Question, Persuade, Refer (QPR) Suicide
Prevention Training. Learn how to recognize warning signs and
connect individuals to the help they need.
✅ December 10: No One Goes Hungry: Community Programs
Making a Difference. Discover how OST programs are tackling
hunger and making a positive impact in their communities.

Check out the WOSTA Events Calendar to register for these
upcoming trainings and other events.
Two courses have been fully converted to an on-demand format:
Trauma Informed Care in OST Programs and Positive Youth
Development for the Youth Work Professional. Visit the WOSTA
course page for more information on these courses - and to register.
Sign up for the WOSTA email list to receive regular updates on what's
happening in afterschool.

WI Partnership for Children & Youth Updates
The Partnership call on December 11th will include comments from
the Assistant Superintendent, and will also feature guests discussing

https://afterschoolalliance.org/aa3pm/landing/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1flzh0xlSoWsovP_yPmsmVZf8EOft9gPz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1flzh0xlSoWsovP_yPmsmVZf8EOft9gPz/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ubGhOEXJpsW6sUoUlfY5YZqVE3696f4Xw83D41a1yLM/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ApA7So1Fqtn_TjCReSC3ztk5fI8Xex4w/view?usp=sharing
https://www.ustravel.org/sites/default/files/2025-02/US%20Travel%20Congressional%20Calendar%202025.pdf
https://www.ustravel.org/sites/default/files/2025-02/US%20Travel%20Congressional%20Calendar%202025.pdf
https://www.wosta.org/assets/Advocacy/WI%20OST%20Champions%20Guide.pdf
https://redcap.mcrf.mfldclin.edu/redcap/birc/surveys/?s=LLF9PCDCPC4EMCWH
https://redcap.mcrf.mfldclin.edu/redcap/birc/surveys/?s=LLF9PCDCPC4EMCWH
https://marshwian.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_jevents&task=year.listevents
https://www.wosta.org/registry-approved-courses
https://www.wosta.org/registry-approved-courses
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/6rBPfHo/WAN?source_id=46eb046c-36b6-4b9d-9fae-89ae8b146b5f&source_type=em&c=


how afterschool programs are stepping up to provide food security to
their communities. Registration link. 
The WI Partnership met with its first cohort Community Connectors
Fellows at the OST Conference to begin their 7 month OST advocacy
journey.
Check out the Year One activities of the WI Partnership

OST Policy and News
Wisconsin News & Legislative Updates:

WOSTA and The Partnership for Children & Youth summary of
some Lights on Afterschool Events.
Wisconsin Assembly passes Republican school consolidation bills
DPI data shows general aid decreases for public school districts,
increases in voucher enrollment
Wisconsin teachers outraged after special education reimbursement
rates lower than pledged in state budget

Federal Policy Updates:
Stay in the Loop: Afterschool Alliance Update Email
The U.S. Department of Education announced a major
restructuring on November 18, 2025, that shifts key
responsibilities for 21st Century Community Learning Centers
(21st CCLC) to the Department of Labor (DOL). While funding and
core functions are expected to remain intact, the change raises
important questions for afterschool and summer programs about how
oversight and support may evolve. 

Key points include:
21st CCLC and several other K–12 programs will now be
administered through a new ED–DOL partnership.
States will continue to receive 21st CCLC funds, but DOL—not
ED—will manage grant competitions and provide technical
assistance.

ED will retain statutory oversight, but federal law
currently designates ED as the home for 21st CCLC,
which may prompt legal challenges.
DOL’s workforce-focused mission differs from ED’s
educational mission, raising concerns about alignment
with afterschool and summer learning goals.
It remains unclear how national evaluation, guidance,
and technical assistance for afterschool programs will be
affected.

The Afterschool Alliance will monitor implementation to protect
high-quality support for afterschool and summer programs.

Congress ended the 43-day government shutdown with a funding deal
that keeps key child nutrition and education programs stable for now.
While most agencies are funded only through January 30, 2026,
several full-year appropriations were included, and early signals for

https://wisconsin-edu.zoom.us/meeting/register/K5_gj7_0S2qbzHC216BWEg#/registration
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1frlEdlkAsTZrmJjkwKYkvLL4j0k9mm0ejbgdsM3u_9U/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KuZM6CBNqGw_30HtoT2aySpSgoxR8NbP/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KuZM6CBNqGw_30HtoT2aySpSgoxR8NbP/view?usp=sharing
https://www.wpr.org/news/wisconsin-assembly-passes-republican-school-consolidation-bills?utm_source=Wisconsin+Today&utm_campaign=e4ec23f6d7-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_6_02_2025_07_00_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1f0cd798a8-e4ec23f6d7-466205808
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/2025/10/17/dpi-data-shows-general-aid-decreases-for-public-school-districts-increases-in-voucher-enrollment/
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/2025/10/17/dpi-data-shows-general-aid-decreases-for-public-school-districts-increases-in-voucher-enrollment/
https://badgerherald.com/news/wisconsin/2025/11/21/wisconsin-teachers-outraged-after-special-education-reimbursement-rates-lower-than-pledged-in-state-budget/
https://badgerherald.com/news/wisconsin/2025/11/21/wisconsin-teachers-outraged-after-special-education-reimbursement-rates-lower-than-pledged-in-state-budget/
https://afterschoolalliance.org/get-updates.cfm?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=Research%20Round-up&utm_medium=email


FY26 appropriations are generally positive for afterschool programs.
Below are the highlights most relevant to afterschool and
summer learning:

The shutdown ended with a package that includes a continuing
resolution through Jan. 30, 2026 for most federal agencies.
The Agriculture appropriations bill, funded through Sept. 30,
2026, includes:

$37.8 billion for Child Nutrition Programs, including
Afterschool Meals (CACFP) and Summer Food Service.
$10 million for school equipment grants and $5 million
for Farm to School.

Senate Democrats and Republicans agreed to hold a vote in
December on extending enhanced ACA subsidies, which
affects family affordability and stability.
For FY26, the Senate plans debate on a four-bill appropriations
package covering LHHS-Education, which keeps 21st CCLC
and most education programs at FY24 levels (per the
bipartisan committee bill from July)- Continued outreach to
House members on appropriations is recommended.
A National STEM Day Resolution was introduced in the House
with strong afterschool language.
A new Food Research & Action Center report on afterschool
and summer meals participation will be released soon.

National News:
Education Department work to be outsourced
As Shutdown Ends, Education Dept. Resumes Efforts to Downsize
For parents, cost biggest hurdle to child care
The school calendar wasn’t built for working parents and it shows
New Survey Shows 440,000 More Tutors, Mentors Supporting
Students – But It’s Not Enough
Why Safeguarding in Youth Organizations Matters More Now

Follow Us.

        

Contact Us.

wosta@marshfieldclinic.org

https://www.wosta.org/

https://greenbaypressgazette-wi.newsmemory.com/?publink=1b79048a9_134fc14
https://www.the74million.org/article/as-shutdown-ends-education-dept-resumes-efforts-to-downsize/
https://www.njspotlightnews.org/2025/11/for-parents-cost-biggest-hurdle-to-child-care/
https://www.fastcompany.com/91436785/school-calendar-wasnt-built-for-working-parents
https://www.the74million.org/article/new-survey-shows-440000-more-tutors-mentors-supporting-students-but-its-not-enough/
https://www.the74million.org/article/new-survey-shows-440000-more-tutors-mentors-supporting-students-but-its-not-enough/
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/prevention-now/202511/why-safeguarding-in-youth-organizations-matters-more-now
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61557486564347
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61557486564347
https://www.instagram.com/wiafterschool/
https://www.instagram.com/wiafterschool/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wisconsin-afterschool-network/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wisconsin-afterschool-network/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCk6AkbSVzLd62qW1Si-_HNg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCk6AkbSVzLd62qW1Si-_HNg
mailto:wosta@marshfieldclinic.org
https://www.wosta.org/


Proudly enriching the health of our communities through a partnership between Marshfield Clinic Region of Sanford Health

and the Wisconsin Out of School Time Alliance, with generous support from the Charles Mott Foundation, Wisconsin

Department of Public Instruction, Wisconsin Department of Children and Families, Wisconsin Department of Administration,

Thriving Wisconsin, and Shine Early Learning.﻿
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