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Monthly Program Spotlight

Sheridan Elementary in Sheboygan
﻿STEM sparks are flying at Sheridan School in Sheboygan! From bilingual
instruction to hands-on science experiments that leave students in awe,



Sheridan’s afterschool program is igniting curiosity and a love of learning.
Read more about how this unique program is inspiring young scientists.

Featured Program Sign-Up

 

The OST Toolbox
State Violence Prevention Grant Program: Governor Evers
announced $10 million in funding to support violence prevention
efforts across Wisconsin. Afterschool programs are eligible to apply
through the Wisconsin Department of Administration. Funds will
support evidence-based or evidence-informed initiatives, with priority
for communities most impacted by violence. The deadline to apply is
January 16, learn more about the grant here.
Middle School Program Grant: The New York Life Foundation Aim
High Grant Program is targeted specifically for middle school
programs. Forty $20,000 grants will be awarded. Full information
here. 
Afterschool Webinar: Empowering Young Innovators: Introducing
the Mott Million Dollar Challenge!
WI Office of Children Mental Health 2025 Annual Report Briefing -
You're Invited. The 2025 Annual Report, Belonging, highlights
children’s mental health trends, includes Wisconsin child well-being
indicators, and will be presented at a briefing featuring data highlights
and youth speakers. Register Here.

Taking Action for Afterschool
Did you know that in Wisconsin, 342k parents want afterschool
programs for their children, but only about 68k can find a program
that meets their needs?

Check out this great fact sheet﻿ with this and other key data points on
programs in Wisconsin. This one-pager is excellent for helping
parents, board members and your community understand how
important OST programs are to your community. See the full After 3
PM Report

Need resources to support your advocacy? Check out our
Afterschool Champions Guide for helpful tools. 
Need a quick primer on best practices for inviting legislators and
others to your program? Check out these slides.
Advocating vs. Lobbying: Know the difference to make sure you are
following the law.
Want to know the best times to reach your federal legislator? Use
this calendar to coordinate both your call and a visit.

WOSTA Updates
Upcoming courses designed for OST program staff:
✅

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1AXvTQHCZc/
https://forms.gle/nSix4unN2GqzRAT29
https://doa.wi.gov/Pages/ViolencePrevention.aspx
https://afterschoolalliance.smapply.io/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=Aim%20High%20%20YPC%20announcement%201&utm_medium=email
https://afterschoolalliance.smapply.io/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=Aim%20High%20%20YPC%20announcement%201&utm_medium=email
https://www.afterschoolalliance.org/webinars.cfm?ID=59DAB8FF-5056-A82E-7A527F8FDCB0D430&utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=Notes%20from%20December%2011th%20Policy%20Call&utm_medium=email
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fsurvey.alchemer.com%2Fs3%2F8601365%2FOCMH-2025-Annual-Report-Briefing/1/0101019b2c5ec393-479560cc-df1d-43aa-8a2e-4382354d0edd-000000/hNWnYqA-fOd8emdpAw3XbZ_hMNM0W4z7mK8DN5csGJw=436
https://www.wosta.org/assets/Advocacy/WI-AA3PM-2025-Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://afterschoolalliance.org/aa3pm/landing/
https://afterschoolalliance.org/aa3pm/landing/
https://www.wosta.org/assets/Advocacy/WI%20OST%20Champions%20Guide.pdf
https://www.wosta.org/assets/Advocacy/WI%20OST%20Champions%20Guide.pdf
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ubGhOEXJpsW6sUoUlfY5YZqVE3696f4Xw83D41a1yLM/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ApA7So1Fqtn_TjCReSC3ztk5fI8Xex4w/view?usp=sharing
https://www.ustravel.org/sites/default/files/2025-02/US%20Travel%20Congressional%20Calendar%202025.pdf
https://www.ustravel.org/sites/default/files/2025-02/US%20Travel%20Congressional%20Calendar%202025.pdf


✅ January: Staff Supervision and Business Practices in School
Age Programs, designed to equip program supervisors with
essential skills for effective leadership and management. Meets
Wisconsin DCF 251 requirements for school-age administrators to
complete 10 hours of supervision or personnel management
training.
✅ February: Youth Mental Health First Aid, a skills-based training
that teaches adults how to identify, understand and respond to an
adolescent (ages 12-18) who may be experiencing a mental health
or substance use challenge.

Two courses have been fully converted to an on-demand format:
Trauma Informed Care in OST Programs and Positive Youth
Development for the Youth Work Professional. Register and
complete the coursework at your own pace.
Visit the WOSTA course page for more information on these courses -
and to register.
Sign up for the WOSTA email list to receive regular updates on what's
happening in afterschool.

WI Partnership for Children & Youth Updates
The WI Partnership met on December 11 and heard from Assistant
Deputy Superintendent Sara Knueve, who spoke about the
importance of out-of-school time programs for children and families.
Members also discussed how afterschool programs are meeting
community needs, and how those efforts can be leveraged as
advocacy opportunities. You can find links for the slides and the
recording here. 
Check out the Year One Activities of the WI Partnership.

OST Policy and News
Wisconsin News & Legislative Updates:

New State Law Takes Affect: Wisconsin SB11 (2025-2026 session)
requires public school principals to schedule time for federally
chartered youth groups (like Scouts, FFA, Boys & Girls Clubs) to give
information to students at the start of the school year, overriding
previous vetoes on similar bills and ensuring equal access for these
groups to recruit on school property, a significant win for youth
organizations.
As hunger concerns linger, Wisconsin after-school programs host food
pantry sites
New online tools streamline Wisconsin child care licensing
Calling for state-supported universal child care, Barnes meets with
parents and providers
Crandon students advocate for rural school funding in Washington,
D.C.
Wisconsin school literacy reports identify 36% of students as ‘at-risk’

https://www.wosta.org/registry-approved-courses
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/6rBPfHo/WAN?source_id=2f8d961f-675a-496d-9902-02d25d89b90d&source_type=em&c=
https://drive.google.com/file/d/111Y9mY3Scje2XVt4TfRKI3vzxNhoIIP0/view?usp=sharing
https://wisconsin-edu.zoom.us/rec/share/9ssnrvhdoAWBJaqeAcbos6tWRPTekeXk_FTB74-OdylO8CUUARErir2Pbl9b0pcC.32nsdP5EDxX7WGY6?startTime=1765472443000
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1frlEdlkAsTZrmJjkwKYkvLL4j0k9mm0ejbgdsM3u_9U/edit?usp=sharing
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/2025/11/27/as-hunger-concerns-linger-wisconsin-after-school-programs-host-food-pantry-sites/
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/2025/11/27/as-hunger-concerns-linger-wisconsin-after-school-programs-host-food-pantry-sites/
https://www.wxow.com/news/wisconsin-news/new-online-tools-streamline-wisconsin-child-care-licensing/article_c390819c-618b-550b-bdce-bb2ac1bc8aab.html
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/2025/12/12/calling-for-state-supported-universal-child-care-barnes-meets-with-parents-and-providers/
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/2025/12/12/calling-for-state-supported-universal-child-care-barnes-meets-with-parents-and-providers/
https://www.wjfw.com/news/local/crandon-students-advocate-for-rural-school-funding-in-washington-d-c/article_8c09b3fb-2823-4a39-8d19-66368dc4d03b.html
https://www.wjfw.com/news/local/crandon-students-advocate-for-rural-school-funding-in-washington-d-c/article_8c09b3fb-2823-4a39-8d19-66368dc4d03b.html
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/briefs/wisconsin-school-literacy-reports-identify-36-of-students-as-at-risk/


Special education reimbursement payments to schools fall far below
estimate
Wisconsin lawmakers have ideas to improve math education;
teachers, experts are skeptical
New law requires Wisconsin schools to notify parents of reported
sexual offenses
Milwaukee Public Schools offering alternative transportation for
homeless students

Federal Policy Updates:
Stay in the Loop: Afterschool Alliance Update Email
Congressional Update: FY26 Appropriations

Congress has made little progress on finalizing FY26
appropriations, with most bills still unresolved. A temporary
funding measure (continuing resolution) is set to expire
January 30, and major disagreements remain between the
House and Senate, particularly around funding levels and
protections for programs and federal workers.

Administrative Policy Updates:
Scholarship Tax Credit: Treasury and IRS are seeking input
on a new federal scholarship tax credit. Afterschool Alliance
urged that afterschool and summer programs be eligible
recipients, with flexibility for states and SGOs to focus solely on
OST.
U.S. Department of Education Lawsuit: A lawsuit seeks to
block actions that could dismantle the U.S. Department of
Education, including shifting oversight of major grant programs
like 21st CCLC, which could affect OST funding and
administration. Read the Afterschool Alliance blog on this.
ESSA Waivers: States are pursuing ESSA waivers that may
weaken protections for vulnerable students. New advocacy
tools are available to help stakeholders monitor and respond to
waiver proposals that could impact OST access and equity.
Public Charge Rule: A proposed DHS rule could discourage
families from using public benefits, including child nutrition
programs that support afterschool and summer programs.
Public comments opposing the change are due December 19,
2025.

National News:
FRAC Afterschool Meals report released
Will federal tax-credit scholarships help public school students?
STEM Next Opportunity Fund and Qualcomm Partner on Pilot to Bring
AI Learning to Afterschool
What Kids & Teens Care About Most & Why We Should Too: New
Survey
Rural high school students are more likely than city kids to get their
diplomas, but they remain less likely to go to college

https://wisconsinexaminer.com/2025/11/21/special-education-reimbursement-payments-to-schools-fall-far-below-estimate/
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/2025/11/21/special-education-reimbursement-payments-to-schools-fall-far-below-estimate/
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/2025/12/02/wisconsin-lawmakers-have-ideas-to-improve-math-education-teachers-experts-are-skeptical/
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/2025/12/02/wisconsin-lawmakers-have-ideas-to-improve-math-education-teachers-experts-are-skeptical/
https://www.wpr.org/news/new-law-wisconsin-schools-notify-parents-reported-sexual-offenses?utm_source=Wisconsin+Today&utm_campaign=fc2d49d0f0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_6_02_2025_07_00_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1f0cd798a8-fc2d49d0f0-466205808
https://www.wpr.org/news/new-law-wisconsin-schools-notify-parents-reported-sexual-offenses?utm_source=Wisconsin+Today&utm_campaign=fc2d49d0f0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_6_02_2025_07_00_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1f0cd798a8-fc2d49d0f0-466205808
https://www.wpr.org/news/milwaukee-public-schools-mps-vans-transportation-homeless-students
https://www.wpr.org/news/milwaukee-public-schools-mps-vans-transportation-homeless-students
https://afterschoolalliance.org/get-updates.cfm?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=Research%20Round-up&utm_medium=email
https://4gyqr.r.ag.d.sendibm3.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfuMRxRAVaAg07xNyHtoGFG/-orTRJUQ5LJY
https://4gyqr.r.ag.d.sendibm3.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfwFRTwTU9P82UHC8eOb0Bm/IEdncL2mTiQ5
https://4gyqr.r.ag.d.sendibm3.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfwFRTwTU9P82UHC8eOb0Bm/IEdncL2mTiQ5
https://4gyqr.r.ag.d.sendibm3.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfwFRTwTU9P82UHC8eOb0Bm/IEdncL2mTiQ5
https://4gyqr.r.ag.d.sendibm3.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng3nPZxhOQKwBvYQo6Njxxq/2iADuZWCGO7i
https://essawaiverwatch.org/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=Notes%20from%20December%2011th%20Policy%20Call&utm_medium=email
https://essawaiverwatch.org/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=Notes%20from%20December%2011th%20Policy%20Call&utm_medium=email
https://4gyqr.r.ag.d.sendibm3.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng9SO9TcK82IJ0VrJBs6BnO/dFdxHdYyJ4vJ
https://4gyqr.r.ag.d.sendibm3.com/mk/cl/f/sh/WCPzyXJTZ7Aw4xk8zC6zZ26Qzob5BjwQ/Saual8KAXqzj
https://www.chalkbeat.org/2025/12/09/federal-tax-credit-scholarships-enacted-by-trump-start-to-take-shape/
https://apnews.com/press-release/pr-newswire/stem-next-opportunity-fund-and-qualcomm-partner-on-pilot-to-bring-ai-learning-to-afterschool-723842a037dafd2463014d6b6fc31993
https://apnews.com/press-release/pr-newswire/stem-next-opportunity-fund-and-qualcomm-partner-on-pilot-to-bring-ai-learning-to-afterschool-723842a037dafd2463014d6b6fc31993
https://www.bgca.org/news-stories/2025/October/what-kids-teens-care-about-most-why-we-should-too-new-survey-2/
https://www.bgca.org/news-stories/2025/October/what-kids-teens-care-about-most-why-we-should-too-new-survey-2/
https://theconversation.com/rural-high-school-students-are-more-likely-than-city-kids-to-get-their-diplomas-but-they-remain-less-likely-to-go-to-college-269246
https://theconversation.com/rural-high-school-students-are-more-likely-than-city-kids-to-get-their-diplomas-but-they-remain-less-likely-to-go-to-college-269246


Planet Fitness Powers Boys & Girls Clubs of America’s
GivingTuesday Campaign with Dollar-for-Dollar Match
Some Rural, Low-Income Oregon Families Struggle to Access After-
School Amid Funding Uncertainty
Wyoming Teens team up with local brewery to feed neighbors this
Giving Tuesday
Lack of after-school care sends 687K Michigan parents scrambling
Pell Grant fund facing depletion

Follow Us.

        

Contact Us.

wosta@marshfieldclinic.org

https://www.wosta.org/

Proudly enriching the health of our communities through a partnership between Marshfield Clinic Region of Sanford Health

and the Wisconsin Out of School Time Alliance, with generous support from the Charles Mott Foundation, Wisconsin

Department of Public Instruction, Wisconsin Department of Children and Families, Wisconsin Department of Administration,

Thriving Wisconsin, and Shine Early Learning.﻿

Marshfield Clinic Health System | 1000 N. Oak Ave (F1C) | Marshfield, WI 54449 US
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https://www.bgca.org/news-stories/2025/December/planet-fitness-powers-boys-girls-clubs-of-americas-givingtuesday-campaign-with-dollar-for-dollar-match-to-support-youth-wellbeing/
https://www.bgca.org/news-stories/2025/December/planet-fitness-powers-boys-girls-clubs-of-americas-givingtuesday-campaign-with-dollar-for-dollar-match-to-support-youth-wellbeing/
https://oregoncapitalchronicle.com/2025/12/08/some-rural-low-income-oregon-families-struggle-to-access-after-school-amid-funding-uncertainty/
https://oregoncapitalchronicle.com/2025/12/08/some-rural-low-income-oregon-families-struggle-to-access-after-school-amid-funding-uncertainty/
http://fox17online.com/news/local-news/wyoming-kentwood-byron-center/wyoming-teens-team-up-with-local-brewery-to-feed-neighbors-this-giving-tuesday
http://fox17online.com/news/local-news/wyoming-kentwood-byron-center/wyoming-teens-team-up-with-local-brewery-to-feed-neighbors-this-giving-tuesday
https://bridgemi.com/talent-education/lack-of-after-school-care-sends-687k-michigan-parents-scrambling/
https://greenbaypressgazette-wi.newsmemory.com/?publink=0ffc621b0_134fc72
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61557486564347
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61557486564347
https://www.instagram.com/wiafterschool/
https://www.instagram.com/wiafterschool/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wisconsin-afterschool-network/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wisconsin-afterschool-network/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCk6AkbSVzLd62qW1Si-_HNg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCk6AkbSVzLd62qW1Si-_HNg
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https://www.wosta.org/
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