Wisconsin Out of School Time Alliance
Advocate

Time Sensitive Updates

The Wisconsin Partnership for Children & Youth is offering two new
opportunities:
« Last Chance to Apply! $250 mini-grants for Lights On Afterschool
celebrations. The application deadline is September 30.
« A $1,000 stipend for participating in the Community Connector
Fellowship. The application deadline is October 3, 2025. Learn more
here.

The Wisconsin OST Conference will be held October 29-30 at the Hilton
Paper Valley in Appleton. A virtual conference day will be held November

7th. Register now.

In this edition of the WOSTA Advocate
« Monthly Spotlight: Returning in October
OST Toolbox: Turn Lights On Afterschool into a spirit week!
Taking Action for Afterschool: New 21st Century Toolkit
WOSTA Updates: WI Out of School Time Conference
OST Policy and State News: Education agenda announced
Federal News: Shutdown looms

Monthly Program Spotlight

Interested in being featured by WOSTA in a program spotlight?
Please sign-up using the form below. We'd love to come meet you!

Featured Program Sign-Up

The OST Toolbox



https://forms.gle/T46Nc2gdVR13qB536
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Wt_yU6QXpNsd3cwEBauL1ZLddFYi6N-2WR8ot8KN3P4/edit?tab=t.0
https://uwspce.ungerboeck.net/prod/emc00/PublicSignIn.aspx?&aat=785a6b776f626d3874774938375136476432624339542f5778454a505774747268563243336230693958773d
https://forms.gle/nSix4unN2GqzRAT29
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=1b283556-b0c8-4d8e-921c-adf8ee20dc76

« October 23 is Lights On Afterschool! Don’t forget to register your
event. Now more than ever, it’s important to shine a spotlight on your
program. Use this national day of advocacy to show your community
why your program matters.

« Lights on Afterschool October 20th-24th: turn your Lights On activity
into a full spirit week for your program. This resource gives you some
fantastic ideas for each day of the week.

o Learn about the Farm to School Grant program. Apply before
12/10/2025.

« Preventing Suicide Among Black Youth

« Recommendations for Reporting on Suicide

« Afterschool STEM: Turning curiosity into careers and citizenship

« Looking for STEM Activities? Check out this resource

Taking Action for Afterschool

o The 21st Century Community Learning Center (21st CCLC) Advocacy
Toolkit is now available! Funding for 21st CCLC programs is at risk for
the 2026—27 school year. This toolkit equips programs with resources
and strategies to advocate for continued support.

« Advocating vs. Lobbying: Know the difference to make sure you are
following the law.

« Want to know the best times to reach your federal legislator? Use this
calendar to coordinate both your call and a visit.

« Use this resource to learn best practices for a legislator visit to your
site.

« Need resources to support your advocacy? Check out our Afterschool
Champions Guide

WOSTA Updates

« Out of School Time Conference 2025: October 29-30, 2025 | Hilton
Appleton Paper Valley in Appleton, WI and Virtual November 7, 2025.
Learn more.

« The Partnership for Children and Youth met on September 23rd at
11:00am. The Partnership is the advocacy group that brings all
afterschool and summer programs together. Review the meeting
slides and watch the recording.

« WOSTA's 2025-26 Course Calendar is now available!

« Check out the Events Calendar for upcoming trainings and other
events

« Sign up for the WOSTA email list to receive regular updates.

OST Policy and News
Wisconsin News& Legislative Updates:
« Administration cancels grants that support deafblind students, special
education teachers



https://4gyqr.r.ah.d.sendibm5.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng9SO9TcK82IJ0VrJBs6BnO/BvUlYJ-qMul5
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gp_0sDrfvU3ju934dMTAtD_WQbqEmSMj-JyRCeZ0RQw/edit?tab=t.0
https://www.fns.usda.gov/f2s/grant?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=Policy Pulse 912_follow-up&utm_medium=email
https://children.wi.gov/Documents/ResearchData/OCMH Fact Sheet_September2021_Preventing Black Youth Suicide.pdf
https://reportingonsuicide.org/
https://youthtoday.org/2025/09/afterschool-stem-turning-curiosity-into-careers-and-citizenship/
https://www.wosta.org/assets/STEM/Toolkit-STEM-Activities.pdf
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1xCAzvNIbKYoy6vtr0DHi1WIMVX7e2iAizdw_G65XiOY/edit?slide=id.g3765766cd35_0_32#slide=id.g3765766cd35_0_32
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ApA7So1Fqtn_TjCReSC3ztk5fI8Xex4w/view?usp=sharing
https://www.ustravel.org/sites/default/files/2025-02/US Travel Congressional Calendar 2025.pdf
https://afterschoolalliance.org/reachPolicySiteVisit.cfm
https://www.wosta.org/assets/Advocacy/WI OST Champions Guide.pdf
https://www3.uwsp.edu/conted/Pages/Out-of-School-Time-Conference.aspx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jWjte-WMlKt2GMe9UTBBGqCOZPIpAm3T/view?usp=sharing
https://wisconsin-edu.zoom.us/rec/share/aDivXVe9jiEkHHUJYDCkoPn_HRdmYtP0y0PWbaSSdYi0asoboTKGSoz4TxYI_oBf.u92RDcYzqahhE9W0
https://www.wosta.org/assets/ProfDevelopment/25-26 Course Calendar with Logo.pdf
https://marshwian.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_jevents&task=year.listevents
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/6rBPfHo/WAN?source_id=1b283556-b0c8-4d8e-921c-adf8ee20dc76&source_type=em&c=
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/briefs/trump-administration-cancels-grants-that-support-deafblind-students-special-education-teachers/

o Community and culture at COMSA

« Students entering and exiting high school have declining scores in
math, reading and science

« Wisconsin youth sue state to strike down laws they say worsen
climate crisis

« Assembly Republicans Announce their Education Agenda

« Underly Condemns Sudden Termination of Federal Funding for
Deafblind and Special Education Programs

« ‘Big Beautiful Bill’ to Increase Costs for Wisconsin Taxpayers by Over
$284 Million in Future Budgets

Federal Policy Updates & National News:
« Stay in the Loop: Afterschool Alliance Update Email
« Federal Update: Possible Shutdown & Funding Outlook

« Shutdown risk: Without a continuing resolution by Oct. 1, the
government could shut down.

» Programs continuing: 21st CCLC, CCDF, and school meals are
expected to continue, though uncertainty remains. AmeriCorps
positions could be furloughed, and the Trump administration
has indicated some roles may be eliminated.

« Agency impact: Federal agencies that support afterschool may
be unavailable during a shutdown.

« Looking ahead: Both House and Senate proposals protect 21st
CCLC at $1.329B, but the House plan cuts overall education
funding by 15%, including $4.7B from Title I.

« Congressional Activity:

o Senate FY 2026 appropriations bill protects most federal
education funding, including 21st CCLC.

« House version preserves 21st CCLC but makes deep cuts to
Title I, Community Schools, and other key programs.

« Administrative updates:

« Youth Mentoring Funds at Risk: Some of the FY25 Youth
Mentoring grants at the Department of Justice have now been
released. Programs that support or promote DEI efforts will not
receive their funding.

« Stay up to date! Join the weekly Policy Pulse call—every
second Friday at 1 pm. Erik Peterson (Afterschool Alliance) will
share the latest policy updates and what they mean for
afterschool and summer programs. Register here and send
your questions in advance!

« National News

« Inside the education impacts of a shutdown

« New educational tax credit holds potential opportunities for
afterschool

« Student test scores are sliding, reaching new lows

« House subcommittee releases FY 2026 education spending bill
with afterschool funding maintained

« Afterschool Clip Digest: get more detail on the federal budget.



https://greenbaypressgazette-wi.newsmemory.com/?publink=22c316896_134fb3b
https://www.wpr.org/news/students-high-school-declining-scores-math-reading-science?utm_source=Wisconsin+Today&utm_campaign=8734fc5f31-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_6_02_2025_07_00_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1f0cd798a8-8734fc5f31-466205808
https://www.wpr.org/news/wisconsin-youth-sue-state-climate-crisis-violate-rights?utm_source=Wisconsin+Today&utm_campaign=e882302f8d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_6_02_2025_07_00_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1f0cd798a8-e882302f8d-466205808
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mH0FCgsS7BAOT-Be85M2ptg5Om9IlBRbkyJHdwIvq9I/edit?usp=sharing
https://content.govdelivery.com/bulletins/gd/WIDPI-3f1d70e?wgt_ref=WIDPI_WIDGET_150
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2025/08/28/file_attachments/3369630/Evers Administration_BBB Impacts to Wisconsinites.pdf
https://afterschoolalliance.org/get-updates.cfm?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=Research Round-up&utm_medium=email
https://4gyqr.r.ah.d.sendibm5.com/mk/cl/f/sh/WCPzyXJTZ7390vWsd6dJnHwdr1hxw2KI/qrsK0Y_s7usJ
https://4gyqr.r.ah.d.sendibm5.com/mk/cl/f/sh/WCPzyXJTZ7Aw4xk8zC6zZ26Qzob5BjwQ/lhPHdDS8Ww_o
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/weekly-education/2025/09/29/inside-the-education-impacts-of-a-shutdown-00583930
https://www.afterschoolalliance.org/afterschoolsnack/New-educational-tax-credit-holds-potential-opportunities-for_09-05-2025.cfm?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=Policy Pulse 912_follow-up&utm_medium=email
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2025/09/09/school-test-scores-sliding/
https://www.afterschoolalliance.org/afterschoolsnack/House-subcommittee-releases-FY-2026-education-spending-bill_09-02-2025.cfm?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=Policy Pulse 912_follow-up&utm_medium=email
https://afterschoolalliance.org/documents/Afterschool Clip Digest Week of 9-5-2025.pdf?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=State network communications call announcement 99  Clips 99&utm_medium=email

« Johnson and Jeffries kick off funding tango with talk of a

holiday punt
« Update on Social Media litigation

o Prioritize funding after-school programs

Working
together to
help youth
thrive.

WISCONSIN OUT OF SCHOOL TIME ALLIANCE

Follow Us. Contact Us.

wosta @ marshfieldclinic.org

https://www.wosta.org/

Proudly enriching the health of our communities through a partnership between Marshfield Clinic Region of
Sanford Health and the Wisconsin Out of School Time Alliance, with generous support from the Charles Mott
Foundation, Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, Wisconsin Department of Children and Families,

Wisconsin Department of Administration, Thriving Wisconsin, and Shine Early Learning.
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https://www.politico.com/live-updates/2025/09/02/congress/johnson-and-jeffries-talk-cr-00540704
https://childrensfundingproject.org/wp-content/uploads/Tracking-Social-Media-Litigation-Quick-Guide_FINAL.pdf
https://chicago.suntimes.com/other-views/2025/09/03/funding-after-school-programs-trump-lakesia-collins
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61557486564347
https://www.instagram.com/wiafterschool/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wisconsin-afterschool-network/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCk6AkbSVzLd62qW1Si-_HNg
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