
Afterschool Victory - But the Fight's Not Over

We won a critical battle - but the future is still uncertain for the 18,000+
Wisconsin kids who count on afterschool and summer programs.

This summer, federal funds were nearly lost without warning, and the only
reason they were restored? Tens of thousands of people raised their
voices.

Read our latest blog to learn what happened, what it means for Wisconsin
families, and why we can't keep relying on federal dollars alone.

Let's keep the momentum going - for our kids, our families, and our future.

In this edition of the WOSTA Advocate
Monthly Spotlight: Ashland and Solon Springs
OST Toolbox: Extra-curriculars and youth mental health
Taking Action for Afterschool: Fighting for FY2026/27 21CCLC
funding
WOSTA Updates: School-Age Curricular Framework intensive
OST Policy and State News: WI Bridge Payments
Federal News: Federal education funding released

 
Monthly Program Spotlight
This month we are highlighting two 21CCLC Summer Programs.

https://www.wosta.org/index.php?option=com_dailyplanetblog&view=entry&year=2025&month=07&day=27&id=31:afterschool-victory-shows-whats-possible
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=ff378f96-8c7d-43cf-98c8-49f24574380b


What do you think happens to a
Lego boat when placed in a tub
of water? It floats! Now, how
could you make that same boat
into a submarine? Lots of trial
and error with the young
scientists in Ashland’s summer
CLC. Read more.

Solon Springs summer CLC is in
full swing. Not only are kids
getting enrichment opportunities
to improve in reading and math,
they are also getting the
opportunity to fully enjoy all the
splendor of a northern
Wisconsin summer. Read more.

Interested in being featured by WOSTA in a program spotlight?
​Please sign-up using the form below. We'd love to come meet you!

Featured Program Sign-Up

 
The OST Toolbox

Fact sheet on Extra-Curriculars and Youth Mental Health from the WI
Office of Children’s Mental Health
Looking for STEM Activities? Check out this new resource
Need to know the latest? Join the Policy Pulse call each week-
Registration link - Every second Friday at 1 pm, Erik Peterson from
the Afterschool Alliance, will recap the latest policy developments,
what we know (or don't know!) about how they may impact afterschool
and summer programs. Submit your questions in advance so we know
what's top of mind for you.

Taking Action for Afterschool
The fight for 21st Century Community Learning Center FY2026/27
funding starts now! 

Promote your program to policy makers with afterschool
postcards!
The Afterschool Alliance has launched a new website to defend
21st Century Community Learning Center funding: Afterschool
Works for America 

New interactive resource from DPI: The impact of 21st

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1CZ4DHfTzN/
https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=122223716150249552&id=61557486564347&mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=2w0umBzuNCI9DaIC#
https://forms.gle/nSix4unN2GqzRAT29
https://children.wi.gov/Documents/ResearchData/OCMH Fact Sheet_July 2025_Extracurriculars and Youth Mental Health.pdf
https://www.wosta.org/assets/STEM/Toolkit-STEM-Activities.pdf
https://4gyqr.r.ah.d.sendibm5.com/mk/cl/f/sh/WCPzyXJTZ7390vWsd6dJnHwdr1hxw2KI/qrsK0Y_s7usJ
https://4gyqr.r.ah.d.sendibm5.com/mk/cl/f/sh/WCPzyXJTZ7Aw4xk8zC6zZ26Qzob5BjwQ/lhPHdDS8Ww_o
https://www.afterschoolalliance.org/afterschoolsnack/Get-attention-with-afterschool-postcards-Messages-from-parents_05-30-2025.cfm?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=Notes from June 12th Policy Call&utm_medium=email
http://afterschoolworksforamerica.org
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/c2465f8151ae43c5b561c00ec8775e9b


Century Community Learning Centers in Wisconsin
Want to know the best times to reach your federal legislator? Use this
calendar to coordinate both your call and a visit.
Want to know best practices for hosting a successful site visit? Inviting
a lawmaker to tour your afterschool program is one of the best ways
to show him or her firsthand the impact of afterschool programming on
students and families in their district and/or state. Use this resource to
learn best practices for a legislator visit to your site.
Proven to resonate across party lines when advocating for state
funding to expand learning opportunities for children and youth. Six
Key Reasons to Invest in Afterschool and Summer Programs
Need resources to support your advocacy? Check out our Afterschool
Champions Guide 
New social media lawsuits webpage from the Children’s Funding
Project

WOSTA Updates
The Partnership for Children and Youth met on July 14th: the
discussion revolved around an update on 21st CCLC funding and
advocacy efforts to ensure the funding was released for the program.
School-Age Curricular Framework intensive will run the week of
August 18-22. Register here.
Join the Fall STEM Cohort offered in partnership with STEM Next.
Registration will open in August - watch for more information soon.
QPR Suicide Prevention trainings are scheduled for the month of
September. Visit the WOSTA website for more information and to
register.
Save the Date - Statewide OST Conference

October 29-30 in-person in Appleton
November 7 virtual
For more information visit the conference page

WOSTA has published a collection of resource guides on a variety of
topics: an ebook on Mental Health & Wellness, an ebook on Starting a
21C Program, and an ebook on Program Sustainability. These guides
are packed full of high quality tools and resources for programs. 

OST Policy and News
Wisconsin News& Legislative Updates:

New Trump rule bans undocumented immigrant families from Head
Start
New child care payment program launched to bridge gap
The real effects of the Wisconsin state budget on children
Gov. Evers Launches $110 Million in Direct Child Care Provider
Payments, Avoiding Gap in Critical Assistance
Provider to close her family child care program, but won’t leave
advocacy
Kenosha school district leaders say funding ‘uncertainty is at an all

https://www.ustravel.org/sites/default/files/2025-02/US Travel Congressional Calendar 2025.pdf
https://afterschoolalliance.org/reachPolicySiteVisit.cfm
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UplgiokjfWXbgbgCXl9zTJ1XAXZyjj4umbfyMWY1Id0/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.wosta.org/assets/Advocacy/WI OST Champions Guide.pdf
https://childrensfundingproject.org/our-work/sourcing-additional-funding/big-tech-legal-settlements/
https://uwspce.ungerboeck.net/prod/emc00/PublicSignIn.aspx?&aat=38336c723443662b306851744e7a4e67647269383731546870386c6b33674856454536784859374b4b7a593d
https://www.wosta.org/upcoming-learning-opportunities
https://www3.uwsp.edu/conted/Pages/Out-of-School-Time-Conference.aspx
https://www.wosta.org/assets/Mental-Emotional/AA WI Mental Health Booklet FINAL.pdf
https://www.wosta.org/assets/StartingProgram/CLC Startup Ebook %28Final%21%29.pdf
https://www.wosta.org/assets/Sustain-Program/Sustainability Ebook %28F%29.pdf
https://www.wpr.org/news/new-trump-rule-bans-undocumented-immigrant-families-from-head-start?utm_source=Wisconsin+Today&utm_campaign=ee92bc8a71-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_6_02_2025_07_00_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1f0cd798a8-ee92bc8a71-466205808
https://greenbaypressgazette-wi.newsmemory.com/?publink=0c5905146_134fa89
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/2025/07/15/the-real-effects-of-the-wisconsin-state-budget-on-children/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIGOV/bulletins/3eaa835
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/2025/07/23/provider-to-close-her-family-child-care-program-but-wont-leave-advocacy/


time high’
Wisconsin spends less on education than national average, report
finds
Wisconsin Democrats launch push to take the majority in the state
Senate
DPI launches new website to track federal funding impact on
Wisconsin schools, libraries
Analysis: Inflation-adjusted Wisconsin public school funding continues
slide below national average
Wisconsin adult education in jeopardy after Trump withholds $7M in
funding

​Federal Policy Updates & National News:
Stay in the Loop: Afterschool Alliance Update Email
Congressional Activity: FY26 allocations released and the Labor-HHS-
Education bill cut by $14 billion (7%), House Labor-HHS-Education
action is pushed back to early September.
Administrative updates: The Office of Management and Budget
released 21st CCLC funds last Monday and on Friday they
announced that the remainder of the federal funds will also be
released. 

State allocations for 21st CCLC grants can be found here.
States will be prohibited from using 21st CCLC funds to serve
individuals who are not in the country legally. State Education
Agencies are reviewing the additional requirements, and will be
required to sign an agreement prior to distributing the funding.
Legal challenges to these requirements are likely.

National News
States Receive Grant Award Notifications following Release of 21st
CCLC Funding
Trump backtracks on after-school funding after bipartisan push
Some frozen federal funds for schools released to states by Trump
administration
Trump White House to release some after-school money but billions
for education still frozen
Members of Congress voice outrage over withholding of education
and afterschool Funds
White House Targets Bloated Federal Agency in Next Round of
Rescissions
What a smaller Dept. of Education means
States in ‘triage mode’ over $6B in withheld K-12 funding
After-school programs potentially saved from Trump administration
freeze, but ‘realistically, this thing is dead’ some still warn
Medicaid, SNAP cuts create tough choices
GOP members of US Senate protest Trump freeze of $6.8B in school
funding

https://wisconsinexaminer.com/2025/07/22/kenosha-school-district-leaders-say-funding-uncertainty-is-at-an-all-time-high/
https://greenbaypressgazette-wi.newsmemory.com/?publink=106893ec5_134fa87
https://greenbaypressgazette-wi.newsmemory.com/?publink=126de9a76_134fa89
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdpi.wi.gov%2Fpolicy-budget%2Ffederal-funding/1/01000195957e141e-b4407042-11eb-4b47-9fbb-c2c3b9e5f48e-000000/_NHKqQTtfu2dU3_T1o2-a5S1_r5zmmXqSLuohLIlNt0=396
https://www.wpr.org/news/wisconsin-public-school-funding-below-national-average
https://www.wpr.org/news/wisconsin-adult-education-trump-withholds-funding
https://afterschoolalliance.org/get-updates.cfm?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=Research Round-up&utm_medium=email
https://www.npr.org/2025/07/25/nx-s1-5480226/trump-school-funding-grants
https://www.ed.gov/grants-and-programs/formula-grants/school-improvement-grants/nita-m-lowey-21st-century-community-learning-centers-title-iv-part-b#funding-status-awards
https://www.afterschoolalliance.org/afterschoolsnack/States-Receive-Grant-Award-Notifications-following-Release-of_07-22-2025.cfm
https://thehill.com/homenews/education/5409000-trump-backtracks-after-school-funding-summer-school/%E2%80%8B/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=State network clips 72225&utm_medium=email
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/2025/07/18/repub/some-frozen-federal-funds-for-schools-released-to-states-by-trump-administration/
https://www.chalkbeat.org/2025/07/18/trump-administration-restores-federal-after-school-funds/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=State network clips 72225&utm_medium=email
https://www.afterschoolalliance.org/afterschoolsnack/Members-of-Congress-voice-outrage-over-withholding-of-education_07-16-2025.cfm
https://www.dailysignal.com/2025/07/22/exclusive-white-house-introduce-rescissions-package-cutting-education-funding/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=Policy Call this Thursday July 24th&utm_medium=email
https://greenbaypressgazette-wi.newsmemory.com/?publink=0f43ebc36_134fa87
https://www.semissourian.com/education/states-in-triage-mode-over-6b-in-withheld-k-12-funding-2a8dee9d?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=State network clips 71525&utm_medium=email
https://www.cleveland.com/news/2025/07/after-school-programs-potentially-saved-from-trump-administration-freeze-but-realistically-this-thing-is-dead-some-still-warn.html?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=State network clips 72225&utm_medium=email
https://greenbaypressgazette-wi.newsmemory.com/?publink=0f5661383_134fa81
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/2025/07/16/repub/gop-members-of-us-senate-protest-trump-freeze-of-6-8b-in-school-funding/


Follow Us.

      

Contact Us.

wosta@marshfieldclinic.org

https://www.wosta.org/

Proudly enriching the health of our communities through a partnership between Marshfield Clinic Health System

and the Wisconsin Out of School Time Alliance, with generous support from the Charles Mott Foundation,

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, Wisconsin Department of Children and Families, Wisconsin

Department of Administration, Supporting Families Together Association and Shine Early Learning. ​

Marshfield Clinic Health System | 1000 N. Oak Ave (F1C) | Marshfield, WI 54449 US
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